CHAPTER XVI
DE PROFUNDIS
THE day after the ruler's return, Farid informed Olga
that the Maharaja would be obliged if she would dine in
her own room. The Persian lad explained that Mitchell
Sahib, an English official, had arrived unexpectedly at the
palace, and that the prince and Durrant would be occu-
pied till bedtime with the visitor, who had come on
political business. After dinner Olga took up a book,
and ensconced herself in her sitting-room, between the
electric punka and the open window, trying to find
coolness, but being unusually drowsy, she decided to go
to bed. She was unaware that at dinner her food had
been drugged by Ram Lai, who had brought the meal to
her sitting-room at nine o'clock. She was about to go
into her bedroom when, to her surprise, the door, of
which she did not possess the key, opened, revealing
Farid.
" Whatever are you doing here at this time of night,
it's eleven o'clock? Anyway, you've no business to
enter my rooms without knocking/'
The lad salaamed shamefacedly, but stood his ground,
" His Highness wants you immediately. He says it's
most urgent," Farid replied earnestly.
"What for?"
"I don't know, but please come at once, or His
Highness'll think I haven't given you the message."
Olga had to obey the commands of her employer. She
va& astonished, as well as annoyed, at the lonusual late
summons and was apprehensive as to its cause. But she
fortified herself with the thought that, in all probability,
Durrant and the Raja were together. Consequently,
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